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CONSIDER: CUP Request for Feedlot Expansion (Dicke)
Request for CUP, submitted by Dale Dicke (owner/operator), for expansion of an existing Feedlot
above 500 Animal Units and construction of an animal waste storage pit exceeding 500,000 gallons.
Application Information:
Applicant: Dale Dicke (owner/operator)
Address of zoning request: 20699 County 52 BLVD, Goodhue, MN 55027
Parcel(s): 33.004.1400
Abbreviated Legal: The SE ¼ of Section 4 TWP 111 Range 15 in Goodhue Township
Township Information: Goodhue Township confirmed acknowledgment of the Applicant’s proposal
via email sent on May 22, 2020. The Applicant has completed the Township Building Permit
approval form which has been signed by Goodhue Township without comments/conditions.
Zoning District: A1 (Agriculture Protection District)
Attachments and links:
Application and submitted project summary (excerpt of submitted materials; full submittal available
from LUM Department upon request)
June 15, 2020 DRAFT Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
Site Map(s)
Feedlot Officer Odor OFFSET calculations (Kelsey Petit)
Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance (GCZO):
http://www.co.goodhue.mn.us/DocumentCenter/View/2428
Background:
The Applicants are requesting Conditional Use Permit (CUP) approval to expand an existing Feedlot
operation from 244 animal units to 572.05 animal units. The proposal includes construction of a new
slat barn with a below-grade storage pit with a proposed maximum storage capacity of 606,129
gallons. The proposed barn and pit would be located on land currently occupied by open feeding
pens and when finished would provide space for up to 300-head of beef cattle. The planned
expansion will allow the family farming operation to increase labor and operational efficiencies as
well as improve on-site manure management.
The property is currently a registered Feedlot in good standing. The Goodhue County Zoning
Ordinance (GCZO) requires CUP approval for all Feedlots exceeding 500 Animal Units in the A1
District and any animal waste storage pits exceeding 500,000 gallons. The property does not
currently operate under a Conditional Use Permit as there are less than 500 animal units on-site and
the Applicant’s utilize a solid manure pack system for managing wastes that does not include liquid
storage.
Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance: Article 4 Conditional/Interim Uses

No CUP/IUP shall be recommended by the County Planning Commission unless said Commission specifies
facts in their findings for each case which establish the proposed CUP/IUP will not be injurious to the use and
enjoyment of other property in the immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, will not
substantially diminish and impair property values within the immediate vicinity, will not impede the normal
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and orderly development and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant to the
area, that adequate measures have been, or will be, taken to provide utilities, access roads, drainage, and
other necessary facilities, to provide sufficient off-street parking and loading space, to control offensive odor,
fumes, dust, noise, and vibration so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and to control lighted signs
and other lights in such a manner that no disturbance to neighboring properties will result.

Project Summary:
Property Information:
 The farm is located on a 160-acre parcel (approximate). Dale Dicke’s residence is located on the
parcel.


The property and all adjacent properties are zoned A1. Surrounding land uses are primarily
agricultural (feedlots and row-crop agriculture). There is low to medium residential density in
the immediate vicinity with 6 homes within a half-mile of the site.



The barn would be accessed by existing driveways from County 52 BLVD (aggregate road) at the
southern portion of the parcel. Emergency vehicle access appears adequate to service the
property.



Existing parking and unloading space would be available for the new barn.

Feedlot Facilities:
 The Applicants are proposing to construct a 70-foot x 120-foot cattle confined feeding barn with a
proposed 52-foot x 140-foot below-grade concrete manure pit.


The barn and manure storage areas have been designed by ProAg Engineering, a Minnesota
licensed engineering firm.



There are 7 existing sheltered livestock areas (including calf hutches) as well as multiple open-air
feeding pens. One existing cattle barn is planned to be removed after completion of the proposed
barn (as noted on attached maps). Additional facilities include feed and grain storage silos, bags,
and bins, and multiple machinery storage/repair buildings.

Animal Units/Setbacks:
 The Applicants are proposing to register an additional 300 head of Beef Feeder cattle resulting in
a total of 572.05 Animal Units as shown below. Dairy cattle, calf, and chicken numbers have also
been slightly changed from the last registration (2017) to reflect current operations.
Animal Type

A.U. Factor

# of Animals

Animal Units

Heifer

0.7

20

14

Calf

0.2

125

25

Slaughter Steer/Stock cow

1.0

200

200

Feeder Cattle

0.7

330

231

Cow and Calf Pair

1.2

85

102

.005

10

0.05

Dairy Cattle

Beef Cattle

Chickens
Layers 5lbs. and over – dry manure system

Total Animal Units

572.05



Expansions on existing Feedlots are required to be setback at least 91% Odor Annoyance-Free
Rating distance (as determined by the Odor OFFSET Evaluation Model) from existing dwellings.
A 430-foot setback is required for the facility to meet a 91% Odor Annoyance-Free Rating.



The nearest dwelling (owned by Audrey Hadler) is located 1,640 feet southwest of the proposed
Feedlot expansion. At that distance, a 98% Odor Annoyance-Free Rating is achieved.
The Feedlot is over 2.5 miles the nearest city (Goodhue).
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There are currently 8 dwellings located in section 04. As an A1 zoned section, a maximum of 4
dwellings are allowed in the section. The sections east, south, and west of the site are also zoned
A1 and have either met or exceeded their available dwelling density. The section north of the site
is zoned A2 and has 4 dwellings where 12 are allowed (one per ¼ ¼). Future development in
section 33 of Featherstone Township would be difficult due to topographic and accessibility
challenges.



ProAg Engineering completed a desktop wetlands review and karst features inventory. No
wetland features were noted within the project area and the nearest potential sinkhole is greater
than 1,000 feet southwest of the site.



The proposed Feedlot is sited to comply with all other setback standards of the GCZO including
property lines, wells, septic systems, Shoreland, Floodplains, sinkholes, and Blufflands. The site
is not located within an abandoned quarry.

Drainage/Landscaping:
 The site has minor topographic relief with slopes ranging from 3-6% in the project area. The
facility would be sited on a lower portion of the site from the existing dwelling and some barns.
Drainage for the property generally flows north via a series of existing in-field grassed waterways
before finally out-letting into Hay Creek approximately 1 mile north of the farm.


The plans call for a combination of silt fencing, bale check, and earthen dikes around the
perimeter of the excavation to prevent stormwater erosion during the construction phase. A
perimeter tile is proposed around the new barn that would be interconnected to an existing field
tile drainage system to aid drainage around the structure and allow on-going monitoring of the
manure pit.



An NPDES permit is not required for this project as it will create less than one acre of impervious
area. A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) has been prepared by the engineer to
prevent erosion on site.
Goodhue County Soil and Water Conservation District Technician/Water Planner Beau Kennedy
offered the following comments regarding the proposal:
It is located in the Hay Creek watershed. The plan properly identifies stormwater BMPs to be
implemented on site. These BMPs should be mentioned again at the preconstruction meeting to
ensure installation and follow inspection procedures laid out in the attached document from the
consultant. The project will provide additional manure storage to help with proper timing of
application to utilize nutrients more efficiently.

Nutrient/Waste Management:
 Animal waste will be collected via a manure containment pit beneath the new barn until it can
later be field-applied as fertilizer. The pits are subject to MPCA inspection throughout the
construction process to ensure structural integrity and conformance with approved engineered
plans. The proposed pit would hold up to 606,129 gallons and provide 385 days worth of on-site
storage capacity allowing the operation greater flexibility in determining when to land apply
manure.
Manure Storage Area

Status

Type

Length

Width

Depth

Capacity (Gallons)

New Slat Barn

Proposed

Concrete Pit

141.7’

52.0’

11’

606,129



The manure pit has an “Operation, Inspection, and Maintenance Plan” which includes records
retention and quarterly monitoring of liquid levels to ensure the pit is properly functioning.



A preliminary Nutrient Management Plan has been submitted for review to the Goodhue County
Feedlot Officer. The Applicants plan to field apply manure via “knife injection” during the early
fall. Existing “manure pack” wastes are field applied using a solids spreader followed by tillage
incorporation. A final review and approval of the Applicants’ Nutrient Management Plan will be
required before completion of the Feedlot Registration process.



An Animal Mortality Plan is currently in place at the facility. The Applicants utilize composting as
the primary method of disposal of deceased animals. The earthen bottom compost pile would be
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approximately 40-feet x 50-feet and will be sited off the northeast corner of the new barn.


The barn will be “total confinement” to reduce off-site odor impacts. Additional odor
control/reduction measures include prompt cleanup of feed spills and prevention of manure
buildup around gates and feeders.



It should be noted that any wastewater from showers, hand wash sink, bathrooms, or any other
source of human sewage cannot be comingled and must be treated by a septic system permitted
by Goodhue County Environmental Health. The existing dwelling is served by an individual
septic system.
There is an existing well on the property approximately 500 feet from the proposed facilities.
Wells are subject to permit approval and inspection from the Goodhue County Environmental
Health Department.

County Feedlot Officer Comments:
 Goodhue County Feedlot Office Kelsey Petit offered the following comments:
“The Dicke’s will have enough land to apply the beef and dairy manure for this feedlot
operation. They state in the manure management planner that they can apply on 489 acres and
more if needed. The applicants are taking all protective measures to meet state and county
requirements to provide sufficient protection of water resources.”
PAC Findings of Fact:
1. The proposed Feedlot expansion and manure storage pit does not appear injurious to the use and
enjoyment of properties in the immediate vicinity for uses already permitted, nor would it
substantially diminish and impair property values in the immediate vicinity. The use is located in
an A1 (Agriculture Protection) zone which is intended to allow for large-scale agricultural
operations. Large separation distances and low residential density in the vicinity buffer the
Feedlot from existing non-compatible uses in the surrounding area. The use appears harmonious
with the established uses in the vicinity which include primarily cropland and animal agriculture
operations.
2. The Feedlot expansion and liquid manure storage pit is not anticipated to impede the normal and
orderly development or improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant to
the area. All dwellings not owned by the Applicant exceed the minimum setback standards
required by ordinance. The expansion achieves a 98% Odor Annoyance Free Rating due to its
configuration and distance from existing non-farm uses where 91% is the minimum allowed by
ordinance. The proposal meets or exceeds all the other development standards of the Goodhue
County Zoning Ordinance and appears compatible with adjacent land uses.
3. A review of the Applicant’s submitted project summary indicates adequate utilities, access roads,
drainage, and other necessary facilities are available to accommodate the proposed use.
4. The facility has existing means to provide sufficient off-street parking and loading space to serve
the proposed use and meet the Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance’s parking requirements.
5. The submitted plans detail adequate measures to prevent or control offensive odor, fumes, dust,
noise, and vibration so that none of these will constitute a nuisance. The new barn and manure
pit are “total confinement” and liquid manure is field applied via “knife injection” to minimize
odor and fume impacts to surrounding landowners.
Staff Recommendation:
The Planning Advisory Commission recommends the County Board
• adopt the staff report into the record;
• adopt the findings of fact;
• accept the application, testimony, exhibits, and other evidence presented into the record; and
APPROVE the CUP request, submitted by Dale Dicke (owner/operator) to establish a 572.05
Animal Unit Feedlot with an animal waste storage pit of up to 606,129 gallons.
Subject to the following conditions:
1. The Feedlot expansion shall be constructed according to submitted plans, specifications, and
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narrative unless modified by a condition of this CUP;
2. Applicants shall obtain Building Permit approvals from the Goodhue County Land Use
Management Department prior to establishing the new barn;
3. Compliance with Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance including, but not limited to, Article 21
(Agriculture Protection District) and Article 13 (Confined Feedlot Regulations);
4. Compliance with all necessary State and Federal registrations, permits, licensing, and
regulations.
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PLANNING COMMISSION
GOODHUE COUNTY, MN
June 15, 2020 MEETING MINUTES
DRAFT
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The meeting of the Goodhue County Planning Advisory Commission was called to order at 6:00
PM by Land Use Director Lisa Hanni at the Goodhue County Government Center, Basement IT
Conference Room in Red Wing.
Roll Call
Commissioners Present virtually via GoToMeeting: Barney Nesseth, Richard Miller, Sarah
Pettit, Howard Stenerson, Darwin Fox, and Tom Drazkowski
Commissioners Absent: Marc Huneke, Tom Gale, and Richard Nystuen
Staff Present: Land Use Director Lisa Hanni, Zoning Administrator Ryan Bechel, and Zoning
Assistant Samantha Pierret
Commissioner Nesseth was appointed Chair Pro Tem for the meeting
1. Approval of Agenda
1Motion

by Commissioner Miller; seconded by Commissioner Drazkowski to approve the
meeting agenda.
Motion carried 6:0.
2. Approval of Minutes
2Motion

by Commissioner Miller; seconded by Commissioner Fox to approve the previous
month’s meeting minutes.
Motion carried 6:0.
3. Conflict/Disclosure of Interest
There were no reported conflicts/disclosures of interest.
4. Public Hearings
PUBLIC HEARING: CUP Request for Feedlot Expansion (Dicke)
Request for CUP, submitted by Dale Dicke (owner/operator), for expansion of an existing
Feedlot above 500 Animal Units and construction of an animal waste storage pit exceeding
500,000 gallons. Parcel 33.004.1400. 20699 County 52 BLVD, Goodhue, MN 55027. The SE ¼
of Section 4 TWP 111 Range 15 in Goodhue Township. A-1 Zoned District.
Bechel presented the staff report and attachments.
Chair Nesseth opened the Public Hearing.
No one spoke for or against the request.
3After

Chair Nesseth called three times for comments it was moved by
Commissioner Stenerson and seconded by Commissioner Fox to close the Public
Hearing.
Motion carried 6:0

4It

was moved by Commissioner Pettit and seconded by Commissioner Stenerson
for the Planning Advisory Commission to:
•

Adopt the staff report into the record;
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Adopt the findings of fact;
Accept the application, testimony, exhibits and other evidence presented into the record;
and

Recommend that the County Board of Commissioners APPROVE the CUP request submitted
by Dale Dicke (owner/operator) to establish a 572.05 Animal Unit Feedlot with an animal waste
storage pit of up to 606,129 gallons. Subject to the following conditions:
1. The Feedlot expansion shall be constructed according to submitted plans, specifications, and
narrative unless modified by a condition of this CUP.
2. Applicants shall obtain Building Permit approvals from the Goodhue County Land Use
Management Department prior to establishing the new barn;
3. Compliance with Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance including, but not limited to, Article 21
(Agriculture Protection District) and Article 13 (Confined Feedlot Regulations);
4. Compliance with all necessary State and Federal registrations, permits, licensing, and
regulations.
Motion carried 6:0.
PUBLIC HEARING: CUP Request for Commercial/Industrial Use Primarily
Intended to Serve the Ag. Community
Request for CUP, submitted by Carl Fox (Applicant) and Aaron Witmer (Owner), to operate a
milker equipment parts and equipment storage, repair, and sales business in the A-3, Urban
Fringe District. Parcel 47.030.1600. TBD HWY 58 BLVD, Zumbrota, MN 55992. Part of the E ½
of the NW ¼ of Section 30 TWP 110 Range 15 in Zumbrota Township.
Bechel presented the staff report and attachments.
Chair Nesseth opened the Public Hearing
No one spoke for or against the request.
5After

Chair Nesseth called three times for comments it was moved by
Commissioner Pettit and seconded by Commissioner Fox to close the Public
Hearing.
Motion carried 6:0

Commissioner Stenerson questioned whether the Hours of Operation stated in Condition 2
could be flexible for emergency repairs.
Staff stated that the Applicant noted on their application that occasionally customers or
employees may be on-site outside of the proposed hours of operation.
Commissioner Pettit suggested Condition 2 be modified to state “Primary hours of operation for
the retail store…”
6It

was moved by Commissioner Pettit and seconded by Commissioner Fox to:
•
•
•

Adopt the staff report into the record;
Adopt the findings of fact;
Accept the application, testimony, exhibits and other evidence presented into the record;
and

